Portaprompt - Rigging prompters on PTZ
Cameras

Context

PTZ cameras continue to be very popular for all types of production

Prompters can be attached but are rigged onto the tripod rigging, as the motors on
PTZ are not sufficient to move both camera/ lens and prompter and so the 360° is
restricted to movement within the prompter hood which we estimate to be 15° left
/ right and 5° up / down

Also many PTZ have an auto calibration and do a full 360° rotation when switched
on and so the prompter must be removed before this happens or it will physically
crash the system

Within the context of this Portaprompt have 4 suggestions for mounting
Prompters on PTZ’s

1 — Direct Read

PTZ’s are wall mounted

Prompters are rigged on independent stands as direct read monitors and fed the
prompter source accordingly

Limitation — as this is not “through the lens” prompting the eye line can be
compromised but if a mid-shot with enough distance and monitors are close as
possible to the bottom of the lens this can be avoided

Advantage - No need to move prompter in the install as they are not connected to
the PTZ so full 360°is possible at all times! Cheapest way to do this!




2 — Through the lens “on camera” rigging

* PTZ’s are rigged on tripod / fluid head using Portaprompt Fusion rigging

*  Prompters are also rigged on tripod for “through the lens prompting” and fed the
prompter source accordingly

Limitation — as prompters are also rigged onto the tripod rigging (as the motors on
PTZ are not sufficient to move both camera/ lens and prompter) then the 360°
movement is restricted to within the prompter hood which we estimate to be 15°
left / right and 5°up / down. Also many PTZ when switched on do an auto
calibration and full 360° rotation and the prompter drape must be removed before
this happens or it will physically crash the system

* Advantage - No problem on through the lens prompting and no eye line
compromise

ISS MODIFICATION SIG. DATE
1 Issue MK 18-02-20

15" Hood\
200mm Bars~__

/Cloth Cover \\\

/ Pan AW-UE150~ )

/ ="
r/

600mm Bars

\15" Fusion Monitor

\‘Ttipod or Stand

DEBUR AND BREAK | 1oL ERAM
TR0 R e | e
PROJ WEIGHT

SCALE DATE MATERIAL G DWG NO. TITLE
04/0312024 Ad

"% PORTAPROMPT -5 mis. A4 15in Fusion Inverted AW-UE15







3 —Roll in / out stand rigging

* PTZ's are independently mounted (wall / tripod etc.)
* Prompters is rigged on an independent roll in / out stand which is pushed up to PTZ

when required and pushed out when not. Limitation — need to pre plan as to when
prompting will be used as this is not permanently connected to PTZ cameras

* “Advantage — Through the lens prompting is fully available and full 360°is possible
when prompter is not connected
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Fil The VESA Plate to the underside of the monilor. SCALE1:5 /VESAPla
Remove the Tilling Top Assembly from the Carbon Tubes

and clip onlo VESA plate.

Fit the Tilting Top Assembly and Monitor onto the Carbon Tubes
making sure all the levers are ight.
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4 — Independent camera and prompter rig

Both PTZ’s and prompters are rigged on a separate telescopic elevation unit, which
is can be operated and programmed remotely from companies like Polecam
https://www.polecam.com/elevation-systems

Their Autopod will move the whole rig in the vertical axis and if you add their
Pancake will move the whole rig in the horizontal axis as well

Limitation — The Autopod make the 360° pan movement of the PTZ irrelevant as
movement is of the whole rig (PTZ and Prompter). This is the most expensive way
to do this

Advantage — Full “through the lens” prompting so no eye line compromise and full
360°is possible at all times!



https://www.polecam.com/elevation-systems




